[bookmark: _GoBack]Attachment to the Cargo System Messaging Service Announcement of 
Initiation of Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Investigations:
Circular Welded Carbon-Quality Steel Pipe

On November 17, 2015, the Department of Commerce (Commerce) initiated its less-than-fair-value and countervailing duty investigations on “Circular Welded Carbon-Quality Steel Pipe from the Sultanate of Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, the United Arab Emirates, and the Socialist Republic of Vietnam” (Initiation Notices).  These investigations have been assigned the following case numbers: A-523-812 (Sultanate of Oman (Oman)), A-535-903 (Pakistan), A-565-803 (Philippines), A-520-807 (United Arab Emirates (UAE)), A-552-820 (Socialist Republic of Vietnam (Vietnam)), and C-535-904 (Pakistan).

The Scope of Merchandise covered by these investigations reads as follows:

These investigations cover welded carbon-quality steel pipes and tube, of circular cross-section, with an outside diameter (O.D.) not more than nominal 16 inches (406.4 mm), regardless of wall thickness, surface finish (e.g., black, galvanized, or painted), end finish (plain end, beveled end, grooved, threaded, or threaded and coupled), or industry specification (e.g., American Society for Testing and Materials International (ASTM), proprietary, or other), generally known as standard pipe, fence pipe and tube, sprinkler pipe, and structural pipe (although subject product may also be referred to as mechanical tubing).  Specifically, the term “carbon quality” includes products in which: 

(a) iron predominates, by weight, over each of the other contained elements; 
(b) the carbon content is 2 percent or less, by weight; and 
(c) none of the elements listed below exceeds the quantity, by weight, as indicated: 

(i) 1.80 percent of manganese; 
(ii) 2.25 percent of silicon; 
(iii) 1.00 percent of copper; 
(iv) 0.50 percent of aluminum; 
(v) 1.25 percent of chromium; 
(vi) 0.30 percent of cobalt; 
(vii) 0.40 percent of lead; 
(viii) 1.25 percent of nickel; 
(ix) 0.30 percent of tungsten; 
(x) 0.15 percent of molybdenum; 
(xi) 0.10 percent of niobium; 
(xii) 0.41 percent of titanium; 
(xiii) 0.15 percent of vanadium; or
(xiv) 0.15 percent of zirconium.

Covered products are generally made to standard O.D. and wall thickness combinations.  Pipe multi-stenciled to a standard and/or structural specification and to other specifications, such as American Petroleum Institute (API) API-5L, is also covered by the scope of these investigations when it meets the physical description set forth above.  Covered products may also possess one or more of the following characteristics: is 32 feet in length or less; is less than 2.0 inches (50mm) in nominal O.D.; has a galvanized and/or painted (e.g., polyester coated) surface finish; or has a threaded and/or coupled end finish. 

Standard pipe is ordinarily made to ASTM specifications A53, A135, and A795, but can also be made to other specifications.  Structural pipe is made primarily to ASTM specifications A252 and A500.  Standard and structural pipe may also be produced to proprietary specifications rather than to industry specifications.  

Sprinkler pipe is designed for sprinkler fire suppression systems and may be made to industry specifications such as ASTM A53 or to proprietary specifications.

Fence tubing is included in the scope regardless of certification to a specification listed in the exclusions below, and can also be made to the ASTM A513 specification.  Products that meet the physical description set forth above but are made to the following nominal outside diameter and wall thickness combinations, which are recognized by the industry as typical for fence tubing, are included despite being certified to ASTM mechanical tubing specifications: 

	O.D. in inches (nominal)
	Wall thickness in inches (nominal
	Gage

	1.315
	0.035
	20

	1.315
	0.047
	18

	1.315
	0.055
	17

	1.315
	0.065
	16

	1.315
	0.072
	15

	1.315
	0.083
	14

	1.315
	0.095
	13

	1.660
	0.055
	17

	1.660
	0.065
	16

	1.660
	0.083
	14

	1.660
	0.095
	13

	1.660
	0.109
	12

	1.900
	0.047
	18

	1.900
	0.055
	17

	1.900
	0.065
	16

	1.900
	0.072
	15

	1.900
	0.095
	13

	1.900
	0.109
	12

	2.375
	0.047
	18

	2.375
	0.055
	17

	2.375
	0.065
	16

	2.375
	0.072
	15

	2.375
	0.095
	13

	2.375
	0.109
	12

	2.375
	0.120
	11

	2.875
	0.109
	12

	2.875
	0.165
	8

	3.500
	0.109
	12

	3.500
	0.165
	8

	4.000
	0.148
	9

	4.000
	0.165
	8

	4.500
	0.203
	7




The scope of these investigations does not include: 

(a) pipe suitable for use in boilers, superheaters, heat exchangers, refining furnaces and feedwater heaters, whether or not cold drawn, which are defined by standards such as ASTM A178 or ASTM A192; 
(b) finished electrical conduit, i.e., Electrical Rigid Steel Conduit (aka Electrical Rigid Metal Conduit and Electrical Rigid Metal Steel Conduit), Finished Electrical Metallic Tubing, and Electrical Intermediate Metal Conduit, which are defined by specifications such as American National Standard (ANSI) C80.1-2005, ANSI C80.3-2005, or ANSI C80.6-2005, and Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL) UL-6, UL-797, or UL-1242; 
(c) finished scaffolding, i.e., component parts of final, finished scaffolding that enter the United States unassembled as a “kit.” A kit is understood to mean a packaged combination of component parts that contains, at the time of importation, all of the necessary component parts to fully assemble final, finished scaffolding; 
(d) tube and pipe hollows for redrawing; 
(e) oil country tubular goods produced to API specifications; 
(f) line pipe produced to only API specifications, such as API 5L, and not multi-stenciled; and 
(g) mechanical tubing, whether or not cold-drawn, other than what is included in the above paragraphs.

The products subject to these investigations are currently classifiable in Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTSUS) statistical reporting numbers 7306.19.1010, 7306.19.1050, 7306.19.5110, 7306.19.5150, 7306.30.1000, 7306.30.5015, 7306.30.5020, 7306.30.5025, 7306.30.5032, 7306.50.5030, 7306.30.5040, 7306.30.5055, 7306.30.5085, 7306.30.5090, 7306.50.1000, 7306.50.5050, and 7306.50.5070. However, the product description, and not the HTSUS classification, is dispositive of whether the merchandise imported into the United States falls within the scope.

Requirements For Submitting Comments On The Scope Of The Investigations:  Please be sure to comply with all three requirements established below.
 
Deadline for Submitting Comments:
As announced in the Initiation Notices, Commerce is setting aside a period for interested parties to raise issues regarding product coverage (scope).  The period for scope comments is intended to provide Commerce with ample opportunity to consider all comments and to consult with parties prior to the issuance of the preliminary determination.  If scope comments include factual information (see 19 CFR 351.102(b)(21)), all such factual information should be limited to public information.  All such comments must be filed by 5:00 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on December 7, 2015, which is 20 calendar days from the signature date of this notice.  Any rebuttal comments, which may include factual information, must be filed by 5:00 p.m. EDT on December 17, 2015, which is 10 calendar days after the initial comments.  Commerce requests that any factual information the parties consider relevant to the scope of the investigations be submitted during this time period.  However, if a party subsequently finds that additional factual information pertaining to the scope of the investigations may be relevant, the party may contact Commerce and request permission to submit the additional information.  All such comments must be filed on the records of each of the concurrent AD and CVD investigations identified above.

Required Entry of Appearance:
Parties wishing to participate in this segment and be included on the public service list must file a letter of appearance.  Section 351.103(d)(1) of Commerce’s regulations states that “with the exception of a petitioner filing a petition in an investigation, to be included on the public service list for a particular segment, each interested party must file a letter of appearance.” The letter of appearance must be filed separately from any other document (with the exception of an application for APO access).  Note, the letter of appearance must state how the party qualifies as an interested party (e.g., an exporter, producer, importer of the subject merchandise) and must include a point of contact, including address, telephone/fax number and email address.

All submissions to Commerce must be filed electronically using Enforcement and Compliance’s Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Centralized Electronic Service System (ACCESS).  An electronically-filed document must be received successfully in its entirety by the time, typically 5p.m. and date when it is due.  Documents excepted from the electronic submission requirements must be filed manually (i.e., in paper form) with Enforcement and Compliance’s APO/Dockets Unit, Room 18022, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230, and stamped with the date and time of receipt by the applicable deadlines.

For your convenience, Commerce has the following resources available online to assist you in complying with these electronic filing procedures:

ACCESS:  Help Link  
https://access.trade.gov/help.aspx

ACCESS:  External User Guide https://access.trade.gov/help/ACCESS%20User%20Guide.pdf

ACCESS:  Handbook on Electronic Filing Procedures
https://access.trade.gov/help/Handbook%20on%20Electronic%20Filling%20Procedures.pdf

Federal Register notice:  Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings:  Electronic Filing Procedures; Administrative Protective Order Procedures, 76 FR 39263 (July 6, 2011)
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-07-06/pdf/2011-16352.pdf 

Enforcement and Compliance:  Change of Electronic Filing System Name, 79 FR 69046 (November 20, 2014)
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-11-20/pdf/2014-27530.pdf

Enforcement and Compliance:  General Filing Requirements http://enforcement.trade.gov/filing/index.html

Required Certifications:
Please note that revised certification requirements are in effect for company / government officials as well as their representatives.  In all segments of antidumping duty or countervailing duty proceedings initiated on or after August 16, 2013, parties submitting factual information must use the formats for the revised certifications provided at the end of the Final Rule.  See Certification of Factual Information to Import Administration During Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 78 FR 42678 (July 17, 2013) (Final Rule). See also the frequently asked questions regarding the Final Rule, available at http://enforcement.trade.gov/tlei/notices/factual_info_final_rule_FAQ_07172013.pdf.

For Further Information Contact: 	

For the antidumping duty investigations contact Kate Johnson at (202) 482-4929 (Oman and the UAE); David Lindgren at (202) 482-3870 (Pakistan and Vietnam); or Dennis McClure at (202) 482-5973 (the Philippines); AD/CVD Operations, Enforcement and Compliance, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230.

For the countervailing duty investigation of merchandise from Pakistan contact Kaitlin Wojnar at (202) 482-3857; AD/CVD Operations, Enforcement and Compliance, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230.

