
Attachment to the Cargo System Messaging Service Announcement of  

Initiation of Antidumping Duty Investigation: 
Large Residential Washers from the People’s Republic of China  
 
On January 5, 2016, the Department of Commerce (Commerce) initiated its less-than-fair-value 

investigation on large residential washers from the People’s Republic of China (Initiation 

Notice).  This investigation has been assigned the following case numbers: A-570-033. 

 

The Scope of Merchandise covered by these investigations reads as follows: 

The products covered by this investigation are all large residential washers and certain parts 

thereof from the People’s Republic of China. 

 

For purposes of this investigation, the term “large residential washers” denotes all automatic 

clothes washing machines, regardless of the orientation of the rotational axis, with a cabinet 

width (measured from its widest point) of at least 24.5 inches (62.23 cm) and no more than 32.0 

inches (81.28 cm), except as noted below. 

 

Also covered are certain parts used in large residential washers, namely: (1) all cabinets, or 

portions thereof, designed for use in large residential washers; (2) all assembled tubs1 designed 

for use in large residential washers which incorporate, at a minimum: (a) a tub; and (b) a seal; 

(3) all assembled baskets2 designed for use in large residential washers which incorporate, at a 

minimum: (a) a side wrapper;3 (b) a base; and (c) a drive hub;4 and  (4) any combination of the 

foregoing parts or subassemblies. 

 

Excluded from the scope are stacked washer-dryers and commercial washers.  The term 

“stacked washer-dryers” denotes distinct washing and drying machines that are built on a 

unitary frame and share a common console that controls both the washer and the dryer.  The 

term “commercial washer” denotes an automatic clothes washing machine designed for the “pay 

per use” segment meeting either of the following two definitions: 

 

(1) (a) it contains payment system electronics;5 (b) it is configured with 

an externally mounted steel frame at least six inches high that is 

designed to house a coin/token operated payment system (whether or 

not the actual coin/token operated payment system is installed at the 

time of importation); (c) it contains a push button user interface with a 

maximum of six manually selectable wash cycle settings, with no ability 

of the end user to otherwise modify water temperature, water level, or 

spin speed for a selected wash cycle setting; and (d) the console 

                                                           
1 A “tub” is the part of the washer designed to hold water. 
2 A “basket” (sometimes referred to as a “drum”) is the part of the washer designed to hold clothing or other fabrics. 
3 A “side wrapper” is the cylindrical part of the basket that actually holds the clothing or other fabrics. 
4 A “drive hub” is the hub at the center of the base that bears the load from the motor. 
5 “Payment system electronics” denotes a circuit board designed to receive signals from a payment acceptance 

device and to display payment amount, selected settings, and cycle status.  Such electronics also capture cycles and 

payment history and provide for transmission to a reader. 



containing the user interface is made of steel and is assembled with 

security fasteners;6  or  

 

(2) (a) it contains payment system electronics; (b) the payment system 

electronics are enabled (whether or not the payment acceptance device 

has been installed at the time of importation) such that, in normal 

operation,7 the unit cannot begin a wash cycle without first receiving a 

signal from a bona fide payment acceptance device such as an electronic 

credit card reader; (c) it contains a push button user interface with a 

maximum of six manually selectable wash cycle settings, with no ability 

of the end user to otherwise modify water temperature, water level, or 

spin speed for a selected wash cycle setting; and (d) the console 

containing the user interface is made of steel and is assembled with 

security fasteners. 

 

Also excluded from the scope are automatic clothes washing machines that meet all of the 

following conditions: (1) have a vertical rotational axis; (2) are top loading;8 (3) have a drive 

train consisting, inter alia, of (a) a permanent split capacitor (PSC) motor,9 (b) a belt drive,10 

and (c) a flat wrap spring clutch.11 

 

Also excluded from the scope are automatic clothes washing machines that meet all of the 

following conditions: (1) have a horizontal rotational axis; (2) are front loading;12 and (3) have a 

drive train consisting, inter alia, of (a) a controlled induction motor (CIM),13 and (b) a belt 

drive.  

 

Also excluded from the scope are automatic clothes washing machines that meet all of the 

following conditions: (1) have a horizontal rotational axis; (2) are front loading; and (3) have 

cabinet width (measured from its widest point) of more than 28.5 inches (72.39 cm). 

 

The products subject to this investigation are currently classifiable under subheadings 

8450.20.0040 and 8450.20.0080 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States 

(HTSUS).  Products subject to this investigation may also enter under HTSUS subheadings 

8450.11.0040, 8450.11.0080, 8450.90.2000, and 8450.90.6000.  Although the HTSUS 

subheadings are provided for convenience and customs purposes, the written description of the 

merchandise subject to this investigation is dispositive. 

                                                           
6 A “security fastener” is a screw with a non-standard head that requires a non-standard driver.  Examples include 

those with a pin in the center of the head as a “center pin reject” feature to prevent standard Allen wrenches or Torx 

drivers from working. 
7 “Normal operation” refers to the operating mode(s) available to end users (i.e., not a mode designed for testing or 

repair by a technician). 
8 “Top loading” means that access to the basket is from the top of the washer. 
9 A “PSC motor” is an asynchronous, alternating current (AC), single phase induction motor that employs split 

phase capacitor technology. 
10 A “belt drive” refers to a drive system that includes a belt and pulleys. 
11 A “flat wrap spring clutch” is a flat metal spring that, when engaged, links abutted cylindrical pieces on the input 

shaft with the end of the concentric output shaft that connects to the drive hub. 
12 “Front loading” means that access to the basket is from the front of the washer. 
13 A “controlled induction motor” is an asynchronous, alternating current (AC), polyphase induction motor. 



 

Requirements For Submitting Comments On The Scope Of The Investigations:  Please be 

sure to comply with all three requirements established below. 

  

Deadline for Submitting Comments: 

As announced in the Initiation Notice, Commerce is setting aside a period for interested parties 

to raise issues regarding product coverage (scope).  The period for scope comments is intended 

to provide Commerce with ample opportunity to consider all comments and to consult with 

parties prior to the issuance of the preliminary determination, as appropriate.  If scope comments 

include factual information (see 19 CFR 351.102(b)(21)), all such factual information should be 

limited to public information.  Commerce requests that all such comments be filed by 5:00 p.m. 

Eastern Daylight Time (EDT) on Monday, January 20, 2016, which is 20 calendar days from the 

signature date of this notice.  Any rebuttal comments, which may include factual information, 

must be filed by 5:00 p.m. EDT on Thursday, February4, 2016, which is 10 calendar days after 

the initial comments deadline.  Commerce requests that any factual information the parties 

consider relevant to the scope of the investigations be submitted during this time period.  

However, if a party subsequently finds that additional factual information pertaining to the scope 

of the investigations may be relevant, the party may contact Commerce and request permission 

to submit the additional information.   

 

Required Entry of Appearance: 
Parties wishing to participate in this segment and be included on the public service list must file 

a letter of appearance.  Section 351.103(d)(1) of Commerce’s regulations states that “with the 

exception of a petitioner filing a petition in an investigation, to be included on the public service 

list for a particular segment, each interested party must file a letter of appearance.” The letter of 

appearance must be filed separately from any other document (with the exception of an 

application for APO access).  Note, the letter of appearance must state how the party qualifies as 

an interested party (e.g., an exporter, producer, importer of the subject merchandise) and must 

include a point of contact, including address, telephone/fax number and email address. 

 

All submissions to Commerce must be filed electronically using Enforcement and Compliance’s 

Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Centralized Electronic Service System (ACCESS).  An 

electronically-filed document must be received successfully in its entirety by the time (typically 

5p.m.), and date when it is due.  Documents excepted from the electronic submission 

requirements must be filed manually (i.e., in paper form) with Enforcement and Compliance’s 

APO/Dockets Unit, Room 18022, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th Street and Constitution 

Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20230, and stamped with the date and time of receipt by the 

applicable deadlines. 

 

For your convenience, Commerce has the following resources available online to assist you in 

complying with these electronic filing procedures: 

 

ACCESS:  Help Link   

https://access.trade.gov/help.aspx 

 

ACCESS:  External User Guide https://access.trade.gov/help/ACCESS%20User%20Guide.pdf 

https://access.trade.gov/help.aspx
https://access.trade.gov/help/ACCESS%20User%20Guide.pdf


 

ACCESS:  Handbook on Electronic Filing Procedures 

https://access.trade.gov/help/Handbook%20on%20Electronic%20Filling%20Procedures.pdf 

 

Federal Register notice:  Antidumping and Countervailing Duty Proceedings:  Electronic Filing 

Procedures; Administrative Protective Order Procedures, 76 FR 39263 (July 6, 2011) 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-07-06/pdf/2011-16352.pdf  

 

Enforcement and Compliance:  Change of Electronic Filing System Name, 79 FR 69046 

(November 20, 2014) 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2014-11-20/pdf/2014-27530.pdf 

 

Enforcement and Compliance:  General Filing Requirements 

http://enforcement.trade.gov/filing/index.html 

 

Required Certifications: 

Please note that the following certification requirements are in effect for company / government 

officials as well as their representatives.  In all segments of antidumping duty or countervailing 

duty proceedings initiated on or after August 16, 2013, parties submitting factual information 

must use the formats for the certifications provided at the end of the Final Rule.  See 

Certification of Factual Information to Import Administration During Antidumping and 

Countervailing Duty Proceedings, 78 FR 42678 (July 17, 2013) (Final Rule). See also the 

frequently asked questions regarding the Final Rule, available at 

http://enforcement.trade.gov/tlei/notices/factual_info_final_rule_FAQ_07172013.pdf. 

 

For Further Information Contact:   

AD/CVD Operations, Enforcement and Compliance, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th Street 

and Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20230:   

 

David Goldberger at (202) 482-4136 or Ross Belliveau at (202) 482-4952.  
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http://enforcement.trade.gov/tlei/notices/factual_info_final_rule_FAQ_07172013.pdf

